
Frequently Asked Questions:  

Q: Why does our school have a Gala?  

A:  The Gala makes up the majority of the SJS Parent Group’s fundraising efforts for the year, 
which go directly into the operating budget for St. John School.  The gala is also the biggest 
celebration, bringing together alumni, friends and parents of children of all ages within the larger 
St. John School community.  

Q: I’m interested in being a Gala Sponsor. What do I do?  

A: Sponsorship information is available on the website. If you have questions, you can also 
contact Meg Butler at 781-589-6067. She is happy to work with you to provide a solution that 
meets your vision.  

Q: When and where is the Gala?  

A: The Gala will be held on Saturday, March 28, 2020. We will be at a new venue this year. We 
will gather at Avenir,1601 Main Street (Route 1A) in Walpole. The evening begins with cocktails 
and a Silent Auction at 6:30 p.m., followed by dinner and the Live Auction.  

Q: What do I wear to the Gala? 

A: You have a choice: you can wear cocktail attire or a theme-based outfit. 

Q: What happens at the Gala?  

A: At 6:30 p.m. the celebration begins! We will start the night off with cocktails, mingling and a 
silent auction. The silent auction is done on your smart phone. We will congregate in the Main 
Ballroom for the blessing. The Eagle Awards will be presented to the Honorees. A lovely dinner 
will be served in the main ballroom. Raffle prize winners will be announced as well as the 50/50 
raffle winner(s). The Live Auction will be kicked off. The auctioneer will kick off lively bidding on 
exciting items and experiences. The rest of the evening will have the dance floor boogie-ing on 
down to the sounds of 1970’s Disco music.  

Q: How can I help? Do you need volunteers?  

A: Yes! We always welcome new volunteers. There are many volunteer opportunities with the 
Gala. As volunteer opportunities become available, they will be posted via Sign-Up Genius. Some 
spaces fill quickly, so don’t be left out! If you let us know your interests and availability, we’ll 
find a job for you.  

Q: Can I donate to the Gala?  

A: Yes! All gifts are tax deductible. Your donation directly benefits our students at St. John’s 
School. Your generosity is vital to the success of the Gala! All you have to do is turn in a 
donation form and if needed, bring your item to the office. We also accept monetary donations 
directly on the Gala website. Please see www.sjscantongala.com. 

 

 



Q: What is the donation deadline?  

A: March 13, 2020  

Q: Who is invited to the Gala? Can I invite people from outside the SJS community?  

A: Invitations are mailed to all current parents and other SJS friends and supporters. We 
encourage you to bring friends who are interested in supporting, attending our school or want to 
have a fun evening! If you would like us to mail an invitation, please let Alda Costa know at 
617.359.1098. 

Q: How do I bid in the silent auction?  

A: When you arrive to the Gala, you will be checked in and receive a bidder number. You will 
also receive a text message with the link to the mobile bidding. Each package/item has a 
number. You can browse the floor and see the various items and their item number or search on 
your mobile device by item number or category. You may place your bid in 2 ways. You may 
place your bid outbidding to the highest bidder OR place the maximum bid (you choose the 
amount) and the program will only increase the bid to your max if outbid. You will be notified if 
you have been outbid. The package goes to the highest bidder at the time of the closing.  

Q: How do I bid in the Live Auction?  

A: Our auctioneer will lead the bidding orally by announcing price points. When you hear the 
amount you want to bid, you raise your auction paddle so it can easily be seen. The auctioneer 
will gesture toward you and announce your bid to the audience. The package will be sold to the 
highest bidder.  

Q: Are my purchases tax-deductible? 
A: Amounts paid over the listed value of a package are tax-deductible. Your auction receipt will 
itemize the price you paid and the value of each package you purchased. 

Q: Will there be anything there that I can afford?  

A: The committee works hard to ensure that there are packages with a variety of values. Guests 
can spend anywhere from $20 to several thousand dollars. Plus, there are always deals to be 
had by alert bidders in the silent auction.  

Q: Can I purchase a ticket for a teacher or staff member to attend the Gala?  

A: Yes. There is an opportunity to purchase tickets for teachers and staff members as well as to 
sponsor full tables. Please see www.sjscantongala.com 

	  


