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Hello, 

As the severity and impact of the coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to 
unfold around us and with the Governor’s recent proclamation, we have been forced to make 
certain decisions regarding our upcoming Gala.   

The 2020 SJS Gala is going to transition from an in-person event to an online auction.  

In addition, our Eagle Award ceremony will be postponed until the 2021 Gala, which will give 
our award winners; Kathy Kelly, and Vinny & Maryann Byrne the proper and deserved 
recognition with their friends and families in attendance.        

Our online auction will be open from 10am until 10pm March 28th.  To donate or purchase 
a bidder ticket please click here. 

The SJS Gala is a special event; it’s not only our largest social gathering but also the largest 
source of external funding that our school leverages for educational enhancements.  We are 
deeply grateful for the support of our sponsors, as they remain committed to supporting our 
school and this event in this new, online format.  

 

We are grateful and blessed for the strong support shown at the Gala year after year and, 
though we have moved to an online auction this year, we sincerely hope you will participate as 
you have in the past or make a contribution.  We have a wonderful line up of prizes ready for 
auction ranging from restaurant gift cards to Red Sox tickets; Manhunt to Principal for the Day.  
For those who have already purchased tickets, you will be offered the option to receive a 
refund or your ticket purchase can remain as a donation in part or in full to SJS.  See below for 
more details.  
 
We, the Gala team, ask for your patience and support as we are adapting to the current 
situation.  We understand this decision is both difficult and disappointing but ultimately, we feel 
it is necessary to ensure the health and safety of our entire community.  We appreciate your 
understanding and support as we work to transition and get ready for an amazing online 
auction.   

Best Wishes, 

 SJS Gala Team 

 
 
 



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:  
 
I purchased Gala tickets, what should I do now? 
If you purchased a ticket to the SJS 2020 Gala, you do not need to do 
anything.  The Gala team will reach out to you with information detailing 
your options.   

Will refunds for tickets be granted? 
Yes, if you have purchased tickets for the SJS 2020 Gala you may choose to donate part or all 
of your ticket cost to SJS or you may choose to request a full or partial refund of your ticket 
cost.   

Will I need a ticket to be able to bid in the online auction? 
Yes, you will need to hold a “Bidder ticket” in order to bid in the online action. 

Do I need to purchase a “Bidder Ticket”? 
If you purchased a ticket already, you will have the option of automatically transferring to a 
Bidder ticket and then either donating or refunding the balance of your initial ticket cost.  

How much is a “Bidder Ticket”? 
A Bidder ticket is $25. 

How can I purchase a Bidder ticket? 
Bidder tickets will be available for purchase once we have completed transitioning all current 
ticket holders.  Bidder tickets will be offered on the Gala website  www.sjscantongala.com 

Can I participate in the online auction even if I didn’t have a ticket to the Gala? 
You may participate in the online auction by purchasing a bidder ticket. 
 
What if I sponsored a teacher? 
If you sponsored a teacher, your sponsorship will be transferred to a “Bidder Ticket” unless you 
request a refund from the Gala Team. 
 
How will the online action work? 
At 10am on March 28th, everyone with a Bidder ticket will receive a text or email granting them 
access to the online bidding site.  Prizes will be listed individually. You can enter a bid amount 
or a maximum bid level for any prize listed.  You will receive a notification if you are outbid. 
Bidding will close at 10pm on March 28th. 
 
Can folks from outside SJS participate in the online auction? 
YES!  Anyone can participate in the online auction, please encourage your friends and family 
to purchase bidder tickets and participate.  
 
How do I know what type of things will be up for auction? 
We are working on an Auction Catalog which will be emailed to you and featured on the Gala 
web site detailing all of the prizes available. 
 
How about big prizes that would have been part of the Live Auction? 
All Gala items and packages will be auctioned via the online auction platform. This means 
everyone will have the opportunity to bid on any item or package. However, please remember 
some packages have space limitations where seats/slots will be sold on a first come basis. 
Once all of the seats/slots are sold that prize will be sold out.  Limited space prizes are: 



Manhunt, Playdate with 1St Floor Teachers, Spring Craft with Mrs. Zessis, Unlikely Story VIP 
Tour, Restorative Spa Yoga with Jacqui Bonwell. 
 
How does this affect my Gala donation? 
Your donation will still be used for the online auction portion of the gala.  You will still receive 
any service hour credit due to you for your donation.  

I provided a sponsorship and/or program book ad for the Gala, will it carry over?  
Yes, your sponsorship and program book ad will automatically be applied to the online auction. 

I was scheduled to volunteer at the Gala- what do I need to do? 
If you were scheduled to volunteer at Gala, our Service Hour Coordinator will be reaching out 
to you to review your service hour options.  

When will the 50/50 raffle winners be drawn?   
The 50/50 raffle winners will be drawn the first week SJS resumes.   

Who do I contact if I have more questions?   
If you have additional questions please contact any one of our Gala Team:   
Alda Costa 617-359-1098, Meg Butler 781-589-6067, Jen Millington 774-226-5392,  
Melissa Nasrah 508-944-2224, Theresa Wilson 617-306-2799 or Debbie Gallagher 339-206-
7072 
 
 
 


